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Attleboro High School
THE HOME OF BLUE PRIDE

IMPORTANT DATES
MARCH 2007

1 Professional Development Day –
½ day of school 7:15 - 11:00

2-4 State Drama Festival
5, 6 MCAS Math Retest
7, 8, 9 MCAS ELA Retest
5 Mid-Quarter Date
7 Blue Pride Evening/Art Show/CTE
8 Battle of the Bands
9 Progress Reports Distributed
10 SAT Test
14 Parent Conferences (6-8 PM)
20-22 MCAS ELA
21 Student/Faculty Basketball Game
23 Sophomore Gathering Dance

@ Elks 7-10PM
30, 31 Musical “Chicago”

APRIL 2007
2 MCAS ELA Composition Make-up
4 Jr. Parents Night 7-9PM
5 3rd Quarter ends
6 Good Friday - No School

PARENTS’
PHONE -IN ABSENT LINE

Grade 9 House:  (508) 222-5150 ext. 232
   Dean – Ms. Ward
   Secretary – Ms. Buebendorf
Grade 10 House:  (508) 222-5150 ext. 276
   Dean – Ms. Johnson
   Secretary – Ms. Buckman
Grade 11 House:  (508) 222-5150 ext. 219
   Dean – Mr. Tighe
   Secretary – Ms. Cornetta
Grade 12 House:  (508) 222-5150 ext. 231
   Dean – Mr. Downey
   Secretary – Ms. Stott

FROM THE
PRINCIPALS’ DESK

k , K

PARENT
ADVISORY  COUNCIL

MEETING DATES
Meetings are at 8:30 AM in the
Principal’s Conference Room.

March 16, 2007
April 27, 2007
June 1, 2007

Credit Recovery
Spring Session 2007

The Credit Recovery Program allows stu-
dents who failed a course with an eligible
grade (49-59) to receive credit on an abbre-
viated time schedule.What would otherwise
take over 100 hours to retake the class, can
be accomplished in just 30 hours.  This is a
great way to earn credits, to fulfill gradua-
tion requirements, and to get back on track
with one’s graduation class.  If you should
have further questions please contact Mr.
Sawyer at 508-222-5150 ext. 571.

Grade 9 students!  If you were unable to
participate in the Technical Exploratory
course during Semester One, and would like
to investigate one or two Career and Tech-
nical Programs, here is your chance!

In April, the CTE programs will be offering
the “Unexplored Opportunities” experience.
You will spend one to two blocks in two pro-
grams of interest.  You will work along with
students in the programs, having both a
hands-on experience, as well as hearing
about the program from your peers.  You will
have anopportunity to speak with the in-
structor, who will tell you about related ca-
reers and course expectations.

Applications will be available in the Grade 9
office, as well as the Career and Technical
Education office, from Monday, March 5
through Friday, March 9.  Completed appli-
cations must be turned into the grade 9 or
CTE office no later than Friday March 16.

UNEXPLORED OPPORTUNITIES

MCAS RETEST DATES
All students who have already taken the
MCAS exam and have not scored at least
a 220 are required to take the MCAS Ex-
ams again until they do pass with at least
a score of 220.

March 5-6  MCAS Math Retest
March 7, 8, 9  MCAS ELA Retest

MCAS TEST DATES
Grade 10 students who have never taken
the MCAS exam in the 10th grade will do
so at this time:

March 20, 21, 22  ELA MCAS exam

ABSENT for the MCAS EXAM?
Students must have a doctors note or of-
ficial excuse if they miss the composi-
tion section on March 7 or March 20, or
they will not be able to make that section
of the exam up.

8th Grade Parents / Guardians
Meet the High School Staff

March 19, 2007 at 6:15 - 8:00 PM



Sophomores- The ELA MCAS will be taking place March 20-22.
To help your child prepare we suggest you access the
Massachusetts Department of Education website at:
www.doe.mass.edu/mcas.  Examples from previously administered
exams are available on this website.
We are once again offering Parent Coffee Conferences on March 29
at 7:30AM.  Other times may be scheduled as needed.  These ses-
sions will focus on general sophomore issues and information and
will not be about individual students.  Please contact your child’s
guidance counselor to sign-up.
Mr. Parrillo (aparrillo@attleboroschools.com, ext. 325)
Ms. Healy (ehealy@attleboroschools.com, ext. 259)

Juniors:  Mark your calendars
April 4, 2007 (Bray Auditorium) — Junior Parents Night
A special night for juniors and their parents will be held on April 4,
2007 from 7:00 – 9:00pm in Bray Auditorium. Guidance Counselors
will explain the college search process. Topics will include: college
visits, finding colleges to apply to, SAT/ACT information, applica-
tion process, grades/GPA/rank, college admission requirements,
military options, community colleges and more.

April 11, 2007 — Regional College Fair to be held at Mansfield
High School beginning at 7:00pm. Don’t miss this exciting opportu-
nity to speak with college representatives and military recruiters.

April 25, 2007 –  7:00am Junior Parents Coffee Hour (Culinary
Arts)
Guidance Counselors and Grade 11 Dean will be on hand to answer
your questions regarding college, AHS, or post graduate interests.
Please contact your child’s guidance counselor if you are inter-
ested in attending.
SAT/ACT Registration:
All Juniors should be registering for the SAT or ACT in the spring.
Testing sites fill up so register early! Test dates are (registration
dates in parentheses): SAT- March 10 (2/2), May 5 (3/29), and June
2 (4/27). ACT dates are Feb.10 (1/5), April 14 (3/9), and June 9 (5/4).
More information can be found at www.collegeboard.com,
www.actstudent.org, or in Guidance.
College Visits:
It is never too early to begin visiting schools. Use the next few
months wisely. Spring is a great time to start making contact with
schools, request information from colleges that interest you, at-
tend open houses, and schedule interviews. Start planning and
making appointments now. Some things to consider are, size of

Freshmen: Mr. Feinberg and Mrs. Lovering are meeting with their
students to discuss their present courses and grades. We are also
going over the Career Inventories students took in the middle school
and beginning their career plans. Counselors are also discussing
course options for sophomore year. The Program of Studies will be
available to students and parents in the near future. Scheduling will
then follow in homeroom.
Parent Conferences will be held on March 14th. Please take advan-
tage of this time to meet with your child’s teachers. Good communi-
cation between home and school is essential for student success.

school, location, public or private, finances, etc. Having conversa-
tions and doing your research now, can pay off in the fall. Juniors
should be talking with family, teachers, and their guidance counse-
lor to create a list of viable options for post-graduate plans. The
spring and summer are also a great time to gather information from
siblings, cousins and friends who are home from college. We would
recommend that students have 10 to 12 colleges on their list at this
point and then narrow that list down to 5 or 6 to apply to in the fall.
Post Graduate Questionnaire:
Students will be given the Post Graduate Questionnaire on Wednes-
day, February 28th at the Junior Class Assembly.  This question-
naire will give the Guidance Counselors some necessary informa-
tion regarding the student’s post secondary interests. They are
expected to complete the survey and return it to Guidance by Mon-
day, April 2nd.
Parent Conferences:
We would also like to encourage parents to contact their child’s
Guidance Counselor and schedule times to meet individually with
your child and his/her Guidance Counselor. As always, please con-
tact Guidance with any questions or concerns regarding the pro-
cess for college, military, or other plans after graduation.
Grades:
Reminder: Junior year is an important year! Keep your grades up!
Take the time to see teachers for extra help or attend after school
tutoring in the Library Media Center, M-W, 2:00 - 2:30.

Seniors:  Seniors are reminded of the following dates:
March 5-9th – MCAS Retest.  If your son/daughter has not passed
the ELA and/or Mathematics Tests, this is the last time for a senior
to take this test before graduation.

March 9th – Quarter 3 Progress Reports distributed to all stu-
dents.
April 3rd – regular registration deadline for the May 5th SAT test.
Late registration is April 11th.

Seniors must request from the College Board that an offi-
cial copy of their SAT I & II scores be sent to the colleges to which
they are applying.  The guidance department sends an unofficial
copy, but nonetheless, seniors are responsible for making sure that
their official copy arrives! You may request your scores be sent in
several ways: Online: www.collegeboard.com

 

– login with your
username and  password when you sign up to take the test or
within a week of taking the test.  If you have any questions, please
make an appointment to see your guidance counselor.

If you have not already taken one of the Attleboro Schol-
arship Foundation applications for a scholarship and/or an Interest
Free Loan form which are available in the guidance department,
please do so.  Along with the application, you must designate the
Attleboro Scholarship Foundation as one of the codes you want
your information sent to when filling out the CSS Profile.  If you
have any questions, please see your guidance counselor.

Many colleges and technical schools are still accepting
applications on rolling admissions. All students are reminded that
they must have all their application materials in to their guidance
counselor at least two weeks prior to their deadlines.  All pieces of
the application packet should be complete when it is turned in to
your guidance counselor.  A guidance checklist should be com-

GUIDANCE NEWS

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.actstudent.org
http://www.collegeboard.com


It is with great pleasure that we
announce Attleboro High School’s Career
and Technical Education Programs exciting
new venture, Health Assisting. On January
29, 2007, after years of consideration, dis-
cussion, and anxious community anticipa-
tion, the course “Introduction to Health Pro-
fessions” commenced with a class of
twenty-two students.

As was presented to the Attleboro
School Committee in November of 2006, the
start of this course marks the first phase of
a four-year implementation plan for a Chap-
ter 74 recognized program of study in health
career preparation.  The Health Assisting
Program will prepare participants with all of
the credentials and competencies necessary
to achieve the Massachusetts Department
of Education’s Certificate of Occupational
Proficiency.  The C.O.P. establishes the new
benchmark of career and post-secondary
preparation to which all students of Career
and Technical programs will aspire.

Our new instructor, Ms. Joyce
Campellone, brings both a valuable medical
assisting experience and a dynamic energy
to this endeavor.  Her commitment to a rig-
orous course of study enhanced by valu-
able clinical and laboratory experiences will
provide exciting opportunities for our stu-
dents to explore and prepare for a variety of
health professions.

Relationships are presently being
developed with community partners while
others are being sought.  Two key elements
to the success of this program are the ac-
tive involvement of an invested program
advisory committee and the establishment
of community-based exploratory and clini-
cal experiences for our students.  Our “soon-
to-be-completed” laboratory and classroom
facility will be “state-of-the-art,” and will
prepare our students for practical experi-
ences made available in the many commu-
nity health care facilities.

As the program evolves, articula-
tions will be developed with nearby institu-
tions of higher learning, facilitating transi-
tion for program graduates into post-sec-
ondary studies.

We value the enthusiastic support
of a community that recognizes the local
market demand for highly trained health care
professionals. With the commitment of an
invested staff, student body, and local part-

ners, the Health Assisting Program will set
a new standard of excellence for Attleboro
High School’s Career and Technical Pro-
grams.

Career and Technical
Education Programs
Exciting New Venture

CTE Stars
 for the second term:

Computer Tech I             Mason Bourdeau
Greenhouse II                Elizabeth Keene
Metal Fabrication II         Jake Alfred
Graphic Communication  Justin Middleton
Graphic Design II                         Henry Pun
Care and Guidance of Children II

 Jennifer Walsh
Electrical Technology III         John Petraca
Culinary Arts III                  Heather Cheney
Carpentry III                           Jared Linhares

March is National Music In Our
Schools Month.  The Music Department
has a busy month scheduled.  Several of
our performing ensembles will be perform-
ing as part of the Blue Pride program on
March 7.  In addition, Attleboro High School
is once again hosting the Massachusetts
Music Educators Association Southeast
District Junior Music Festival on March 16-
17.  Over 450 students in grades 7-9 from all
over Southeastern Massachusetts will be
here rehearsing and performing in five en-
sembles.  The festival culminates on March
17 with two concerts at 1:00 and 3:00pm.
Admission is $8 and open to the public.

Our competitive majorettes and
winterguard will be participating in compe-
titions every weekend throughout March.
Look to our newly designed website,
www.ahsmusic.com for more information.

Finally, to conclude the month, the
AHS Music Department is proud to present
our musical production “Chicago”, on
March 30 and 31 at 7pm in the Robert H.
Bray Auditorium. Tickets are $8.00 and are
available in advance by contacting the
Music Department at 508-222-5150 x256.
Tickets will also be available for purchase
at the door. Students have been working
hard on this production for several months.
Come out and support the performing arts
at AHS!

M u s ic a l N o t es

pleted and attached to the front of each of
your application packets.

Student athletes planning to par-
ticipate in Division I or II sports in college
must submit SAT scores and file a certifi-
cate of amateurism questionnaire after reg-
istering with the NCAA. All of this informa-
tion is online at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net.

Our senior class has done very well
to date.  Most students have fulfilled their
graduation requirements, but some are still
taking one or more classes that are needed
to fulfill their graduation requirement.  If your
daughter/son is falling behind because of a
failing class, please contact his/her teacher.
The second step is to contact your daugh-
ter/son’s guidance counselor to discuss a
plan of action. k , K

GUIDANCE NEWS
(continued)

SA T
A F TE R -SC H OOL
P R E P C OU R SE

An SAT prep course will run
a f t er sc h o o l t w ic e a w eek
from 2:10-3:10 from March 13
through May 3 to prepare stu-
d en t s f o r t h e M ay o r Ju n e
SAT t es t in g .  St u d ies h av e
pr o v en t h a t s t u d en t s w h o
p a r t i c i p a t e i n SA T p r e p
classes perform with higher
scores than those who have
no prep. The cost is $70 which
in c l ud es a n SAT Pr ep bo o k
worth $20.  Students will re-
c eiv e En g l ish , W r it in g a n d
Math SAT practice from cer-
t i f i e d E n g l i s h a n d ma t h
teachers. Students must sign
up in the House 11 office with
a fee of $70 cash, bank check
o r mo n ey o r d er . (per so n a l
checks cannot be accepted.)
Th e c o u r se w il l r un pr o v id -
in g w e h av e a t l ea s t 2 5 s t u -
dents registered.

D E A D L IN E
f o r r e g is t r a t io n i s

M a r c h 9 , 2 0 0 7.

http://www.ahsmusic.com
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net


W o r d s o f A d v i c e f o r
Sophomores

The ELA MCAS will be taking place March 20-22.  To help your child
prepare we suggest you access the Massachusetts Department of Educa-
tion website at: www.doe.mass.edu/mcas.  Examples from previously adminis-
tered exams are available on this website.
We are once again offering Parent Coffee Conferences on March 29 at
7:30AM.  Other times may be scheduled as needed.  These sessions will
focus on general sophomore issues and information and will not be about
individual students.  Please contact your child’s guidance counselor to sign-
up.
Mr. Parrillo (aparrillo@attleboroschools.com, ext. 325)
Ms. Healy (ehealy@attleboroschools.com, ext. 259)

Before the test day:
Get a good night sleep so you feel rested
Eat a good breakfast- healthy cereal, fruit, orange
juice, milk, etc.
Be confident
Take your time, do not rush through it you do have
until the close of the school day to finish.
Look over your answers

Essay questions:
Read question thoroughly, understand what it is
asking
Identify key words
Write a brief outline of key points you want to
include
Write your answer

Multiple Choice:
Read questions thoroughly, understand what it is
asking
Identify key words
Eliminate obvious wrong answers
Be aware of words like: always, never, only, none,
etc.

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas



