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Special Holiday Edition

Seven students from English teacher
Ms. Adeline Bee’s senior class participated in
the annual Lions’ Essay Contest answering the
question “Why is Community Service Impor-
tant?” The top two, Chris Griffis and Brittani
Barone, were chosen to represent two local Li-
ons/Leo Clubs.

Grif f is wi l l represent the Greater
Attleboro Leo Club and Barone will represent

Community Service Winners
By: Staff

Winners of the 2006-’07 L ions’ Essay
Contest: Chr is Gr iffis and Br ittani Barone
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Superintendent Pia
Durkin, Ph.D., is a veteran in the
field of education. With over 30
years of teaching and superin-
tending under her belt, Durkin is
bringing her experience and skills
to the Attleboro School District.

Durkin re-
ceived her Bachelor’s
Degree in Elementary
Education f rom
Queens College, and
her Master’s in Read-
ing and PhD in Educa-
tion Psychology from
New York University.

She started
teaching in New York
City, and later became
a special education ad-
ministrator, the super-
intendent of the
Narragansett district,
and the assistant su-
perintendent of Bos-
ton Public Schools.

Our superin-
tendent has high
hopes for the schools now un-
der her charge. “ I want to bring
Attleboro to new heights,” she
said. She hopes to enable the
system’s teachers and adminis-
trators to do their jobs more effi-
ciently so they can better help
students.

An average day in
Durkin’s life is a hectic one. At
about 6:30 a.m., she’ll usually be
in her office, catching up on pa-
perwork and e-mails.

Meetings start at 7:30,
along with checking with the nine
principals and assorted adminis-
trators. For the rest of the morn-
ing she will be in an out of class-
rooms, f inding out how things
are going.

“My favorite thing to
ask a student is, ‘What are you
doing?’ ” she said.

For the af ternoon,
Durkin has – you guessed it –
even more meetings. At 4 she re-

turns phone calls and e-mails.
She also has about three night
meetings every week with the
school commi ttee, PTA,
school council, and so on.

“I’m lucky that I have
a lot of energy,” said Durkin.

In spite of her busy
schedule, she still finds some
time  for fun. She likes watch-
ing movies, reading good fic-
tion, exercising and bike
riding. Some of her favorite
movies include The
Shawshank Redemption, To
Kill A Mockingbird and Mr.
Smith Goes To Washington.

Happily married for
30 years, Durkin has three chil-
dren. The youngest, Andrew,
is a senior in high school and
loves playing soccer. Her
middle child, Emily, is a spend-
ing her junior year of college
studying in Ghana. Elizabeth,
her oldest, has graduated from
New York University and is
now working for TIME Maga-
zine.

Her husband works
for the BICO Collaborative, a
group dedicated to teenagers
with emotional and behavioral
needs.

Recently, AHS under-
went an evaluation by the New
England Association of Schools
and Colleges (NEASC) to have
its accreditation status re-con-
firmed. In the wake of this evalu-
ation, Durkin says she will be

working on many things. She is
focusing on keeping the curricu-
lum up to par and working to-
wards renovations, which she
says the school system will be
hearing more about later.

After talking with stu-
dents of AHS, Durkin feels that
the current curriculum chal-
lenges only the students that are
interested in pushing themselves
to do well. She hopes to provide
even more opportunities for stu-
dents to “work hard for excel-
lence.”

In a world where only a
high school diploma won’t get a
person very far, Durkin wants to
help students develop better
work habits – for college and be-
yond. Such habits are not easy
to obtain, she admits.

“ What was simple in
our parent’s generation is very
complex now,” she said.

With over 6,200 stu-
dents from nine different schools

in the Attleboro district,
Durkin has a lot on her plate.
Watching over five elemen-
tary schools, three middle
schools, and a high school is
a lot of responsibility.

“ A superinten-
dent’s job is a 24/7 job,”
she said.

Even so, Durkin
feels that nine schools is
the perfect size for her
district. With too many
schools, like the 130 in her
previous Boston district,
she feels she becomes a
distant f igure, whereas
with too few there can be
a lack of i deas and
change.

Durkin enjoys
the personal contact that
a district of this size al-
lows. “I love being in the
schools and working with
the students,” she said.

A l though she
never saw herself becom-

ing “the person out in front,”
Durkin did see herself in a
type of helping profession,
like teaching. Thanks to the
encouragement of mentor Dr.
Tom Payzant, however, she
has become the person out
in front.

Payzant was the su-
perintendent of the Boston
Public Schools where Durkin
was assistant superinten-
dent. Since then, he has both
encouraged her and helped
her to stay on track in her su-
perintending duties.

All in all, Durkin is
happy with the energy both
teachers and students at AHS
have, especial ly in doing
things the right way.

“I am thrilled to be a
part of A ttleboro Publ i c
Schools,” she said. “ I love
working with such great staff
and such great kids.”


