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New Year’s has come
and gone and so has the Chinese
New Year, but students at AHS
helped celebrate it by buying a
red envelope from history teacher
Mr. Tobey Reed and the Asian
Youth Association (AYA). It was
meant to be given to a loved one

such as a relative or a special
someone. The AYA raised $1,420.

All of the money went
to the East-West Center that
deals with tsunami orphans in In-
donesia. Each envelope was
worth $1 and for an extra dollar
an origami heart was included
with the purchase.

Nhi Nguyen (12) said,
“ We wanted to introduce the

Chinese New Year by using
Valentine’s Day and we thought
it would be cooler.”

The AYA also gi f t
wrapped and sold envelopes at
Borders on Saturday, Feb. 10
earning $200 in three hours.

Reed said, “ It worked
very well; we were getting
people to know more
[about Asian culture] lo-
cally with the school, in
the community with Bor-
ders, and internationally
through the center.”

The Chinese zodiac
consists of 12 animals
each corresponding to
different years: the boar,
the rooster, the dragon,
the snake, the sheep, the
dog, the rat, the horse, the
ox, the rabbit, the mon-
key, and the tiger.

2007 is the year of the
boar. According to
Wikipedia.org a person who is
born a boar, “is usually an hon-
est, straightforward and patient
person. He/she is a modest, shy
character who prefers to work
quietl y behind the scenes.
When others despair, he/she is
often there to offer support”
(<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Pig_%28zodiac%29>).

There are many sto-
ries of how the Chinese zodiac
originated. One is about “The
rat [who] was
given the task
of inviting the
animals to re-
port to the Jade
Emperor for a
banquet to be
selected for the
zodiac signs.

T h e
cat was a good
friend of the rat,
but the rat
tricked him into
bel ieving that
the banquet
was the next
day. The cat
slept through
the banquet,
thinking that it
was the next
day. When he
found out, the
cat vowed to be the rat’s natu-
ral enemy for ages to come”
(<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Chinese_astrology#Origin_stories>).

During the Chinese
New Year it is customary to
wear something new, starting
the year over again.


