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Where is School Spirit?

By: Dan Silveira

AHS students may haveclothes, and electronic
alack of school spirit compared  devices to pay for. With
to students who went to school innewer technology, students
the 70s through the 90s. Times  want to stay on top of the
have changed. The football games|atest thing” and ook cool
are still a spirit event but it is morewjith it. “Kids are more active
of a social event as many studentgytside of school. Newer
don't pay attention to the game. technologies create more

Spirit Week isthe only  work time,” said Sawyer.
time where students can be seen “Students work
displaying their pride. No longer more today and don’t have
do students go to the games to  the time to go to school
support the school. The football  events,” said culinary chef/
games use to be where people head football coach Mr.
would come to show pride in theirK evin Deschenes (Class of
school but now it is whether your'7g).
best friend is going. Another reason

“More studentswent to  students lack school spirit
the sporting events regardless oould be the variety of sports.
winning or losing. They took
pride in being an Attleboro
Bombardier,” said math teacher
Mrs. Darbie Sawyer (Class of
'92).

partin, such as field hockey,
soccer, football, ice hockey,
volleyball, gymnastics, golf,
baseball, softball, basketball,
A reason for the lack of swimming, tennis,
school spirit could be jobs. MOfecheerIeading, cross country,
students are involved in the workand track.
place now, more than ever. There “It is not so much a
is car insurance, phone bills, |ack of school spirit as it was
that there are more school

There are more sports to take

events today to spread out
school spirit,” said CTE sporting events,” said
Director Mr. John Gayton Deschenes, adding, “There
(Class of '72), adding, “Back in were rallies for all sports teams
the 70s there were a select because of the more time
amount of sports to play and thegiven.”
spirit was more focused on AHS's sports’ teams
those few sports rather than thecould be another reason for the
many there are now.” lack of school spirit. When
Another possibility is  teams lose, the audience turnout
the focus of school spirit is  can be ghastly. For the first time
more class orientated rather  in eight years, the football team
than school orientated. The will finish with a winning
school gets bigger and bigger  record. Students talk about not
every year so the size ismore  going to a game because the
remarkable than in previous team will most likely lose,
years. During Spirit Week you  therefore not giving the team a
find more spirit for the class you chance.
are in, than the school. “Students have to be
“I think the spirit is proud of teams and of the
different. For Spirit Week, the  school,” said history teacher
spirit is more class orientated,” Ms. Carla Bono.
said Deschenes. Through jobs, school
Another reason for the events, and personal opinions,
lack of school spirit could be  school spirit isn't what it use to
the new state requirementsfor  be. More rallies, fan giveaways,
schools. “The government more spirit days, recruiting
mandates that students have a  alumni could help bring back
certain amount of time in the  school spirit.
classrooms where as back then,

there was more time to promote



