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Supt. Joel Lovering

Attleboro High School is
known for many different things
such as sports and educational
accomplishments, but it is what
is on the inside
that really counts.
Every student has
a teacher who
they will remem-
ber once they
leave AHS, unfor-
tunately one of the
most wel l l iked
teachers is walk-
ing out with the
class of 2006. 

Ms.
Dyanne Spatcher
is one of the most
commonly known
teachers around
AHS.  Spatcher
was a part of the
graduating class
of AHS in 1959. She was in-
ducted into the Honor Society
in 1958. Spatcher gave her
words of wisdom in her vale-
dictorian speech at her high
school graduation not knowing
that she was going to return to
become one of the most well
known and respected teachers.

Spatcher attended
Wheaton College in Norton and
graduated in 1963 with a major
in government. After gradua-
tion she was told by her parents
that she would have to find a job
to maintain her expensive
hobby horses.

Mrs. Dyanne Spatcher

Spatcher returned to AHS
to teach a law course. Then a
suggestion about a quarter
course came around. History of

Attleboro was an idea in the
making and liking the idea and
having lived in Attleboro her
whole life, she decided to pur-
sue the course.

L ibrarian Mrs. Judi th
Hebert, at AHS and close friend
of Spatcher’s said, “She created
the History of Attleboro course
due to her love of the city. It
gave her a chance to share her
love and vast knowledge of the
city with her students.”

With 43 hard years of
teaching behind her, she is ready
to retire, but her friends and col-

No newspaper article
could ever do justice to the
legacy of Mr. Mark Ferruccio,
one of Attleboro High’s most

widely adored and revered fac-
ulty members. No words can
really describe the marvelously
eccentric personality of this
man—nay, this legend—who
has taught, entertained, and
changed students and teachers
alike for the past thirty-f ive
years.

“He’s the most delightful
person I’ ve ever met,” said
health and physical education
teacher Wendy DaSilva, a long
time friend and coworker.

Ferruccio, known to his
students and colleagues simply
as “Ferruccio” or “Ferruch” for

short, has been teaching at AHS
for 34 years. For 24 years he
taught special education and so-
cial studies, and then began
teaching psychology in 1999.

Before starting his
teaching career, he at-
tended Northeastern
University and the Uni-
versity of Rhode Island,
where he earned his
bachelor’s degree in So-
cial Studies and his
master’s in Child Devel-
opment.

Ferruccio, quite
modestly, claims to be
no different than any
other teacher. However,
even just a quick glance
around his classroom
shows otherwise.

Room 109A has
the personality of its in-
habitant. Desks are ar-

ranged in an open U-shape, col-
orful posters plaster the walls,
and there’s even a pet fish, af-
fectionately named Nimrod. A
stuffed, cape-adorned squirrel
named Roadki l l si ts on
Ferruccio’s desk, and a wooden
mouse marionette, Topo
Geozho, hangs from the black-
board.

It’s in this open, eclectic
room that Ferruccio does what
he does best—interacts. He
forms personal bonds with each
of his students by sitting with
them, chatting with them, and

Ferruch!

A
sh

le
y 

H
os

a


